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According to a Nov. 11 report by the Associated Press, Chilean Foreign Minister Jaime del Valle
told the Organization of American States (OAS) general assembly in Guatemala City that the Soviet
Union was to blame for intentions to "destabilize the government of Gen. Augusto Pinochet. The
minister affirmed that the recent discovery of a gigantic weapons arsenal and the assassination
attempt against Pinochet indicate that Chile is a target of the "politics of imperialist intervention the
Soviet Union has been following in Latin America through Cuba," the route through which arms are
shipped to Latin American destinations. He exhorted the OAS take concrete action to stop Soviet
intervention in the region. Del Valle said, "The recent events in Chile, in addition to the terrorist
violence other American nations are suffering, should motivate us to examine the problem from a
global perspective and to find solutions that allow us confront it in an effective way before it is too
late." He then claimed his government has been obligated to take "extreme measures" to confront
attempts at overthrowing it, but assured the audience that "under no circumstances will the process
of democratic institutionalization supported by the government will be altered." Del Valle asserted
that elections will take place in Chile in accordance with constitutional deadlines, and that electoral
registers have already been opened. Elections are expected to take place in 1989, when the current
governing junta will "present a presidential candidate." If the candidate does not obtain a majority,
free open elections are to take place, with the winner obtaining a plurality of votes. The minister
also informed the assembly that Chile is confronting a "political stagnation of development loans"
in the context of the World Bank. He added that this attitude harms the Chilean people and is "a
dangerous precedent for politicizing international lending organizations that we all want to avoid."
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